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Exploration ano JBtscobcrg. 

The Palestine Exploration Fund announces that the Turkish 
government has granted a firman for the work at Gath. With the 
recollection of what has been done by Dr. Bliss at Tell el Hesy, it is 
with the utmost interest that all students will watch the results of his 
work at this promising spot. In this connection it may be noted 
that Dr. Bliss has in press a volume under the title of Excavations at 
Jerusalem from 18Q4 to i8gj. The book will be copiously illustrated 
with maps and plates. 

James S. Cotton, in the Biblia for July, gives some interesting 
items in regard to the first volume of the Oxyrhynchus papyri, which 
are nearly ready for distribution to the subscribers to the Graeco- 
Roman Branch of the Egyptian Exploration Fund. The papyri 
printed in full number 158, the most notable one being the so-called 
Logia, but there are others which are interesting. For example, one 
in which the contract for maintaining a race stable begins with a reli- 
gious formula. Among private documents there are a repudiation of 
a betrothal, an invitation to dinner, a contract with a horse trainer, a 
list of property in pawn, a monthly butcher's bill. 

According to Dr. Hilprecht there are at present two distinct 
Babylonian expeditions in the course of formation. The American 
expedition under the auspices of the University of Pennsylvania is 
expecting to resume its work in Nippur during the coming autumn. 
The French consul-general at Bagdad, M. de Sarzec, has resumed 
work at Tello, the site of the Sumerian city of Lagash. He has 
already discovered a bronze statue with a tablet bearing an inscription. 
The German expedition which has been working on Babylonian and 
Assyrian ruins is about to return to Berlin after meeting with great 
success. 

Professor Ernest D. Burton, in an article in the American Jour- 
nal of Theology (Vol. II, pp. 598-632), prints nineteen inscriptions 
which contain some reference to the politarchs. The conclusions 
which he reaches thoroughly substantiate the accuracy of the book of 
Acts in its reference to these officials to Thessalonica. These nine- 
teen inscriptions are all that have come down to us from the ancient 
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world containing references to politarchs, and it is noteworthy that 
of them five belong beyond much doubt to Thessalonica. A sixth, 
although now in that city, probably came originally from some other 
place. In addition, eight others are certainly from Macedonian cities 
other than Thessalonica. Thus fourteen of the nineteen are Mace- 
donian. Of the remainder two are from Philippopolis in Thrace, 
while one is from Bithynia, one from the kingdom of the Bosporus, 
and one from Egypt. None from Greece proper have been discovered, 
and there is no reason to believe that the office existed south of Mace- 
donia. From these inscriptions it would appear that the number of 
politarchs varied from two to five, or even six. 

It thus appears that we have definite monumental evidence that 
Thessalonica had politarchs from the reign of Augustus to that of 
Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius, or, in round numbers, from the 
beginning of the first century to the middle of the second ; we know 
of the office as existing in at least three other cities of Macedonia — 
Amphipolis, Lete, and Derriopus, to which may probably be added 
Pella Edessa, and three unnamed cities in Pelagonia, Lynkestis, and 
Orestis. The oldest that is definitely dated is from 117 B. C, though 
one or two inscriptions are quite possibly older than this. The 
latest is probably from the third century A. D. Outside Macedonia 
we find the office in existence in Thrace in the first (?) Christian cen- 
tury, in Bithynia at the beginning of the second century, in the Reg- 
num Bosporanum in the third century A. D., and held (we know not 
where) by one who died in Egypt probably in the third or fourth cen- 
tury A. D. 

In the last number of the Zeitschrift des deuischen Palaestina- Vereins, 
Dr. G. Schumacher contributes an exhaustive description of the South- 
ern Hauran, together with an admirable map of that hitherto little 
known region, as well as illustrations. The paper gives much important 
information in regard to the progress which European civilization has 
of late been making in this region. As is well known, it has always 
been a great producer of corn, and it is interesting to discover that the 
Jewish colonies established there by Baron Rothschild are making good 
progress. They have, for instance, already planted 371,000 fruit trees. 
As a result of this colonization the safety of the region has increased, 
as the Bedouin no longer dare to attack the villages as formerly. The 
telegraph already connects the most important Turkish posts, and the 
railroad from Damascus is completed as far as Muzerib, where it is 
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expected in the near future to connect with the line from Haifa. 
When this line is completed, the influence of western civilization will 
be much greater. 

The present inhabitants of the region number perhaps 15,600 souls, 
and are to be classed as follows : the original farmers, the Fellahin, 
who are Mohammedans ; the Christian farmers, the Druse farmers, the 
artisans and tradesmen (who are from Damascus and number only 100- 
150), the nomad Bedouin. Until recently these people have had diffi- 
culty in constructing proper houses and have been obliged to live in 
the ruins of the ancient cities, but now poplar trees are brought in on 
the railroad from Damascus, and can be used in making roofs. 

The paper describes the remarkable ruins of the country with the 
detail and accuracy that always characterize Dr. Schumacher's work. 
Specially interesting to the student of the history of religion are his 
notices of the dolmens, and to the general reader his account of the 
great fair held in Muzerib in 1894, where 122 booths of trades people 
were counted. 



